102       MINORITIES    IN    THE   ARAB    WORLD

Ministers left in Iraq were too weak or disinclined to resist the
extremism of the Army and of public opinion.

At this moment, in June, a group of Assyrians decided to take
matters into their own hands and cross the Tigris into Syria.
On the other side of the river they were disarmed by the French
authorities ; but later their arms were returned to them and many
of them crossed back into Iraq. There they met a detachment
of the Iraqi Army ; fighting broke out (it cannot be established
who began it), and both sides suffered casualties. When the
news of this incident spread through Iraq, Government, Army
and public alike were seized with mass hysteria; the action of the
Assyrians was considered as the beginning of a revolt, and it was
resolved to take decisive action. The Army organized and
carried out a series of massacres in which some hundreds of
Assyrians were killed.

These massacres, and the fear of further ones, completely broke
the spirit of the Assyrians. Some 6,000 of them crossed over
into the Upper Khabur region in Syria, and about 15,000 others
subsequently expressed their desire to leave Iraq. The Council
of the League of Nations set up a special committee to deal with
the question of settling them. After several proposals for their
settlement in Brazil, in British Guiana and in the Orontes Valley
in Syria had been considered and rejected, it was finally decided
that those already in Syria should be permanently settled in the
Upper Khabur Valley in the Jazirah, while the remainder should
stay in Iraq.

The situation of the Assyrians in the Khabur Settlement has
already been discussed. Of those who remained in Iraq or have
returned to it, some are still in their old homes round Amadia
and Ruwanduz; some have settled down again in villages around
Mosul; others are working in the Ing towns. A British Com-
mission appointed by the Iraq: Government reported in 1938
that their economic position in the northern plains was at least
as good as that of the other inhabitants. No further incidents
have occurred; the Assyrians are no longer disposal to be
intransigent, and the Government is no longer obsessed by the
idea that they are dangerous. It is not impossible, however,
that a dangerous situation will once more arise. During the
recent war a very large proportion of the Assyrian men were
carolled in the RJUF. levies or were working for Great Britain
ia otiu* TOfs. It was calculate} that 75 per cent of them were